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Your Project Title: NEOSonicFest 2017 - A Northeast Ohio New Music Festival 

Your Project Summary: The Grammy Award-winning Cleveland Chamber Symphony (CCS) is presenting 

our fourth annual NEOSonicFest, a Northeast Ohio new music festival focused on contemporary music 

compositions to be held March 17th through March 26th, 2017. NEOSonicFest will provide focused new 

music performance 

experiences by linking together Northeast Ohio contemporary music performers and composers in a 

festival format. CCS will act as the festival organizer and premiere performance ensemble. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: New music performances are a benefit for the artists (performers & composers) and the public. 

It would have been helpful if the application provided more details about how the project will unfold, for 

example, the plan for activities with the college level music schools.  How work will be conducted with 

community could also be better explained.   I appreciated the composit included in the support materials, 

through it I was able to see some diversity.  Please share more details about this in future 

applications,diversity in symphonies tends to be limited, so it's nice to see some of it when it happens, 

please also coordinate with  public sector health and human service providers as they may be able to 

transport people they serve to the festival. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets funding criteria. Although the NEOSonicFest sounds artistically 

very interesting and reaching, and it offers an impressive historical background, the proposal offers no 

details on programmatic content. One of the most important questions in the application is "What will 

you do? How will you do it?" This proposal failed to answer these questions with any attention to the 

programmatic details (what composers, works, commissions, etc.) What do these concert look like? How 

are they received and how do the audiences response to it? I can't clearly evaluate or justify the proposed 

budget without programmatic details, etc. The proposal is very weak in explaining what the Fest looks 

like, or how is implemented. With expenses of $28,000 in arts and cultural professionals, the proposal 

fails to elaborate on how this expenses break down. Unfortunately, for all these reasons, this particular 

proposal doesn't meet the criteria for public value, nor funding. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project evidences innovation, cultural vibrancy and multiple pathways towards engaging 

the public. Their calendar and programming, in the past and yet to come, evolve progressively and present 

opportunities for community interaction experiencing both the process and the product. In terms of public 

benefit, I explicitly see the virtues for a specific music community but could use more insight into the 

benefits for the community-at-large. Without more detail in this realm, I have to say "somewhat" for the 

funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 



Cleveland Chamber Symphony - Continued  
 

3 
 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal clearly defines the community that 

will be served by this festival and outlines the work that will be done with all of the key stakeholders to 

make this an enjoyable and engaging event for those who attend. The chamber symphony's demonstrated 

reputation for putting on this event the last three years shows that they have the capacity to carry out 

this project, and I like that the focus is on bringing new artistry to not only the local community, but also 

the chamber music community as a whole. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: The applicant did not meet the funding criteria due to a response that did not adequately 

address the public benefit funding criteria. The applicant satisfied the cultural vibrancy criteria by 

engaging diverse, qualified, arts professionals and groups including performing artists and youth music 

groups to present new contemporary music. Their response to question #1 provided a clear list of the 

impact on multiple groups to overall energize NE Ohio as a vibrant site for contemporary music. However, 

the applicant did not name a specific community for which they would be providing a public benefit. I 

understand a festival will benefit the general public, but that does a disservice to the organization. For 

this reason I was unable to see whether or not they demonstrated an understanding of their community, 

used knowledge of it to drive their work and relationship with stakeholders, or how they work with that 

community. "Uniting assets and individuals with common new music goals" is an excellent organizational 

goal, but since they did not use their application to talk about how the festival would do that and for 

whom in their application, I am unclear on their public benefit.  

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


